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must suppose it impossible in the ideal society. Still the
paradox must be repeated: though self-surrender load in
general, though it lead infallibly, to happiness, yet happiness
is not its object. And if this seem a pedantic refinement
outrageous to common sense, it will not appear so when
we consider the nature of the self-surrender which Christ
enjoins. For such self-surrender with such.an object is
simply impossible. A man can no doubt do any specific
acts, however painful, with a view to his ultimate interest.
With a view to his ultimate interest a man may fast, may
impose painful penances on himself; nay, with a view to
his ultimate interest a man may go two miles with one
who has compelled him to go one, may turn the left
cheek to one who has smitten him on the right, nay, may
even pray for those that use him spitefully, although in
doing so he will be guilty of the most hideous hypocrisy.
But can a man, with a view to his ultimate interest, in
order that he may go to heaven, love his enemies?
It appears throughout the Sermon on the Mount that
there was a class of persons whom Christ regarded with
peculiar aversion—the persons who call themselves one
thing and are another. He describes them by a word
which originally meant an * actor/ Probably it may in
Christ's time have already become current in the sense
which we give to the word c hypocrite.' But no doubt
whenever it was used the original sense of the word was
distinctly remembered. And in this Sermon, whenever
Christ denounces any vice, it is with the words, c Be not
you like the actors.' In common with all great re-
formers, Christ felt that honesty in word and deed was
the fundamental virtue; dishonesty, including affectation,
self-consciousness, love of stage-effect, the one incurable

